
SMALL PRAYER GROUPS 

Prayer Gathering for October 31 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS + 

 

OPENING PRAYER    
 

 God of Moses, Creator of all life, 

 your prophets taught us to place our trust in you and to love you above all else. 

 Your Son showed us that to truly love You, we must love everyone You have made. 

 Empower us to love and serve with powerful minds, prayerful hearts and helping hands. 

We ask this in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ, our Lord.  AMEN. 
 

 

READING  

 

MOMENT FOR SILENCE 

 

GOSPEL PASSAGE  

 

SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

Moses: “You shall love the LORD, your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul,  

and with all your strength.”  

Where is your love for God most clearly located, in your heart, your soul or your bodily 

core (strength)?  What indicates that?   

 

Jesus (quoting Moses): “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 
 

 

Scribe (quoting Jesus quoting Moses): “Love him with all your heart, with all your 

understanding, with all your strength.” 

Jesus quotes Moses with his own twist.  The Scribe then quotes Jesus (to his face) with HIS 

own twist, and Jesus approves.  What does this tell you about Scripture?  About faith? 

 

POSTED RECENTLY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION         
 

 

 

And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding,  

he said to him: "You are not far from the kingdom of God."  

Do you feel close to the kingdom of God or far away? 

 

What in your life could cause Jesus to look at you and say:  

“You are not far from the Kingdom of God”?   



PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 

That all those who have not yet tasted God’s love may soon fall in love with God;  

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That the arms of our Church may be opened wide to all those that God loves and includes; 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That the leaders of the world will face our shared problems with creativity and love; 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we may grow in our reverence for life in all of its stages, from the womb to the tomb; 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That all those in troubled marriages, unloving bonds or abusive households may find help; 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That all who are lonely will find companionship in our parish and deep communion with God; 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That the people of Africa, Asia, Latin America, and all over the world will have enough 

resources to live with dignity; we pray…    Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For all those we have lost…  …  …  …and for all who are in grief; 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the needs we hold in silence together before God… … …  … 

we pray…        Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

OUR FATHER 

 

 

 

[OPTIONAL]  PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  (St. Alphonsus Ligouri) 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.  

I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already here, and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  AMEN. 

 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN. 

 

 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS + 



SMALL PRAYER GROUPS 

Prayer Gathering for October 31 

READING 1 

 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

 

Moses spoke to the people, saying: 

"Fear the LORD, your God, 

and keep, throughout the days of your lives, 

all his statutes and commandments which I enjoin on you, 

and thus have long life. 

 

Hear then, Israel, and be careful to observe them, 

that you may grow and prosper the more, 

in keeping with the promise of the LORD, the God of your 

fathers, 

to give you a land flowing with milk and honey. 

 

Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone!  

Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your God, 

with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, 

and with all your strength.  

 

Take to heart these words which I enjoin on you today." 

 

 

 

The Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

Deuteronomy, chapter 6 



READING 2 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 

 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, 

"Which is the first of all the commandments?"  

 

Jesus replied, "The first is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel! 

The Lord our God is Lord alone! 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul,  

with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these."  

 

The scribe said to him,  

"Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, 

'He is One and there is no other than he.' 

and  

'to love him with all your heart, 

with all your understanding, 

with all your strength, 

and to love your neighbor as yourself' 

is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

 

And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding,  

he said to him, 

"You are not far from the kingdom of God."  

 

And no one dared to ask him any more questions. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to You, Lord, Jesus Christ

 

Mark, chapter 12 


